



















































































June 10, 1943

My, John E. Davis
Missouri State Highway Patrol Laboratory
Jefferson City, Missouri

Dear Mre Davis:
Acknowlodgmont is made of your lectter of Junc 7th.
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I am very much gratified to know that you, like mysclf,
belicve that the round table types of discussion are
most productive,
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Getting back to the problem of seminal stains, first I
should like to point out that on being asked "Just what
is your opinion, as & technician familiar with this type
of evidence, in this case?™, the technician mpy answver

in scveral different mannerse. He may state that due to
his vast oxperience, location of the stain, odor of the
stain and positive preliminary test, he believes, or he
thinks, or he is of the opinion that the evidence stain
is a seminal fluid stain. However, he must be prepared
to answer the question "Is there any other substance
which will give identical reactions as thosc obtained

by you in the examination of the evidenco?". Here the
truthful answer would obviously be "Yos" because there
are many bodily secrctions which may give rise to ident-
ical roactions., Howecver, this is the ocxaet analysis of
the furthest advance into the identification of seminal
fluid othor than by isolation of the sperm cell. As yet,
no one is definitely able to establish seminal fluid with-
out finding the spermatozoa because most of the workers
report that the other bodily scecreotions will rezct in like
menner. If you should have occasion to do any research
work on this I would be very much interested in your re-
sults as to the reaction of the Florence reagent with
other secretions such as urine, nasal discharge, pus, otc.
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In the above paragraph I attempted to differentiate be-
tween opinion and conclusion. Conclusion is somectimes
defined as "A conviction from inferonce™, In logic it

is defincd as "A proposition the truth of which is ine
ferred from & premise or promiscs; especially, tho third
proposition of an Aristotelian syllogism", while opinion
is dofined as "A conclusion or judgment held with con-
fidonce, but falling short of positive knowledge". 1In
strict accordance with thesc dofinitions, you must admit
that testimony of the oxpert on sominal fluid stains, when
isolation of tho spermatozoa is lacking, can only result
in an opinion. As soon as the spermatozoa is scen micro=-
scopically, then his testimony becomes conclusion,

This leaves us with a very peculiar dilemmn. In cases of
azoospermatic males, no spermatozoa is found in tho scmie
nal fluid. What then can tho tochniocian conclude in such
cascse. Under our prosont methods of analysis he is very
definitely limited to opinion and not conclusions From a
strict logical standpoint, I disagrco with you that a
statemont "Semon may be prosent™ is a fact. Probabilities
cannot be considered fact., A thing must bo actual to fall
within tho realm of factuality. However, that is digresse
ion from the point in quostion.
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Sincerely yours

(27)






	vol 1 no3 cover056
	vol 1 no3 inside057
	technician2018-03-29-130958
	vol 1 no3 back058



